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The 2007 Provincial Geologists Medal
Minister Krueger (left) presents the 2007 Provincial 
Geologists Medal to Dr. Charles Gower (right) on 
September 24 at the Dinner of the 2007 Energy 
and Mines Ministers’ Conference hosted by British 
Columbia in Whistler, B.C. The Provincial Geologists 
Medal is awarded each year to an individual who 
has produced outstanding work at one of Canada’s 
provincial or territorial geological surveys, based on 
an evaluation of nominees by an external Selection 
Committee.

Asia Pacific Forum on Mining and Minerals
On October 1, Minister Krueger welcomed senior 
representatives from the business, policy-making 
and political community to Vancouver during the 
Asia Pacific Forum on Mining and Minerals. 

The three day event was a valuable opportunity for 
everyone to meet, gain new knowledge and discuss 
important issues on market access, global practices, 
emerging economies and strategic investments.

Delegates discussed how to increase trade, invest-
ment and collaboration in the mining and minerals 
sector between B.C., Canada and countries around 
the Pacific Rim.

Minister Krueger addresses delegates at the inaugural Asia Pacific Forum on 
Mining and Minerals held in Vancouver, B.C. October 1, 2007.

Northwest Tour 

School of Exploration and Mining 
On October 4, Minister Krueger visited Northwest Community College’s School of Exploration and Mining 
in Smithers. The school delivers the Reclamation and Prospecting Program (RAP) in partnership with the 
Smithers Exploration Group. The program provides students from rural First Nations with the knowledge 
and skills they need to find entry-level employment in the mineral exploration and mining industry. 
Students receive real-world field education in bush safety, prospecting, site evaluation and site sampling. 
The school has averaged a 73.8 per cent employment rate for graduates over the past three years.

http://www.smithersexplorationgroup.com/
school/

From left to right: Bulkley Valley-Stikine MLA Dennis MacKAY, 
Minister of State for Mining Kevin Krueger, Christine Ogryzlo 
from the Smithers Exploration Group and Dean of Continuing 
Education and Industry Training at Northwest Community 
College Margo Van der Touw. October 4, 2007.

Did you know?
British Columbia is closer 
to the major markets of 
East Asia than any other 
industrialized region of 
North America.

http://www.smithersexplorationgroup.com/school/
http://www.smithersexplorationgroup.com/school/
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Minister Krueger and Peace River South MLA 
Blair Lekstrom (right) present a $5,000 cheque to 
Mike Caisley, Mayor of Tumbler Ridge, to support 
the Northeast BC Community Coal Forum. 
October 11, 2007. Photo by Maggie Gilbert Behn 
of the Chetwynd Echo.

Northeast BC Community Coal Forum
On October 11, Minister Krueger visited Tumbler Ridge to deliver a keynote address on the future of coal 
mining and the expansion of the industry at the third annual Northeast BC Community Coal Forum.

Minister Krueger reported that B.C. is well positioned to become a world leader in the development of 
new and progressive environmental technologies related to coal extraction and use. B.C. is rich in coal 
reserves and 356 new coal licenses were issued in the 2006 calendar year, covering 171,456 hectares.

B.C.’s mining industry is expanding to meet growing demand. In the northeast, four potential coal 
mines are in the Environmental Assessment process (Gething, Hermann, Horizon and Roman, owned by 
Canadian Dehua International Mines Group Inc., Western Canadian Coal Corp., Hillsborough Resources Ltd., 
and Peace River Coal Limited Partnership respectively.) Last year, two new mines opened - Trend Mine 
with a production target of two million tonnes/year of mostly metallurgical coal and Wolverine, producing 
2.4 million tonnes/year of metallurgical coal. Minister Krueger toured both of these operations, as well as 
the Brule Mine during his visit to the northeast.

http://www.tumblerridge.ca/mh/CoalForum07.htm

Northeast Tour

Minister Krueger toured Peace River Coal’s Trend 
Mine near Tumbler Ridge, From left to right: 
Minister Krueger and PRC’s Kevin Sharman, John 
DeGrace, Ministry staff, PRC’s Mike Allen and 
Angela Waterman. October 10, 2007.

According to estimates for 
2006, the B.C. coal industry 
provides about 2,900 jobs for 
B.C. residents; producing 21.1 
million tonnes at a sales value of 
about $1.9 billion. The industry 
also provides $128.2 million in 
provincial revenue from mineral 
tax. This contribution to our 
economy supports our health 
care system and social services, 
and helps to build strong and 
vibrant communities across the 
province.

Did you know?
Mining In B.C. impacts 
only 0.03 per cent of British 
Columbia’s land base, a 
very small footprint.

http://www.tumblerridge.ca/mh/CoalForum07.htm


Contact Us
The Ministry of Energy, Mines 
and Petroleum Resources’ 
Mining Report e-newsletter 
welcomes your comments.  
If you would like to comment 
on one of our stories or 
suggest a future story please 
e-mail us at:  
Pab.EMPR.Newsletter@gov.bc.ca 

Please advise us by e-mail if 
you would like to unsubscribe 
to this newsletter. To view our 
privacy statement, please go 
to www.gov.bc.ca.
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Regional Geochemical Drainage Surveys
Locating new mineral resources just got easier for British Columbians thanks to new technology using 
drainage geochemistry. Given our mountainous terrain and well-developed drainages, B.C. is especially 
suited to utilizing stream sediment geochemistry to locate new mineral resources. The surveys will 
assist prospectors and companies to locate new areas of high mineral potential to produce baseline 
geochemical data (e.g. for environmental monitoring) and determine new exploration targets. 

The survey will collect and analyze over 50,000 stream sediment, lake sediment and surface water 
samples. This map shows the coverage of the different types of geochemical survey carried out by 
government and non-government (e.g. Geoscience BC) agencies in British Columbia. For more informa-
tion or to download the presentation, visit http://www.em.gov.bc.ca/Mining/Geolsurv/.

http://www.gov.bc.ca
http://www.em.gov.bc.ca/Mining/Geolsurv/

