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Minister’s MessageMinister’s Tour
Minister Krueger had the opportunity to visit and tour mines across 
B.C. this summer. Here are a few photos from his tour.

Minister Krueger visited the Construction Aggregates operation in Sechelt - the largest aggregate 
operation in Canada. June 28, 2007.
From left to right: Ron Bronstein (Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources), Minister Kevin 
Krueger, Chuck Cookney (Assistant Mine Manager)
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This has been an important 
summer for mining in British 
Columbia. 
I have seen 
B.C.’s booming 
mining and 
minerals 
industry first-
hand while 
touring mine 
sites across the 
province. 

Mining safety is a priority. We 
have seen continued improve-
ments to safety in the mining 
sector and mining remains one 
of the safest heavy industries 
in the province. I commend the 
participants of the Provincial 
Mine Rescue and First Aid 
Competitions who dedicate 
themselves to mine safety 
every day.

We announced Quest, the largest 
public geoscience project in B.C.’s 
history. This survey will examine 
over 40,000 square kilometres in 
Central B.C. to reveal this area’s 
mineral potential.  This should 
lead to more on-the-ground 
exploration and new mineral 
discoveries. 

Mining is helping to build our 
province through jobs and 
economic benefits from explora-
tion and investment in mines. 

Working together, we have every 
reason to be confident in the 
future and to anticipate increasing 
prosperity for our communities 
and the mining industry for years 
to come.

Minister Krueger toured the Graymont Lime Quarry near Cache Creek with 
Plant Manager Al Lucas. July 3, 2007.

Kim Barrowman, General Manager, takes Minister Krueger and Ministry of Energy, Mines and 
Petroleum Resources staff Julie Orban and Bob Lane on a tour of the Gibraltar Mine. July 4, 2007.
From left to right: Kim Barrowman, Julie Orban, Minister Kevin Krueger, Bob Lane

Honourable Kevin Krueger 
Minister of State for Mining
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QUEST Project Launched
The $5 million mineral exploration 
geoscience project, QUEST 
(Quesnellia Exploration Strategy), 
was announced in Prince George 
on June 12, 2007. 

QUEST is the largest public 
geoscience project in B.C.’s history, 
covering 40,000 square kilometres 
in central B.C.’s mountain pine 
beetle infestation area from 
Williams Lake north to Mackenzie. 
QUEST will provide a better 
understanding of the region’s 
mineral potential, which could 
stimulate more on-the-ground exploration leading to new mineral discoveries. 

Large parts of central B.C. are still relatively unexplored as the region is covered by glacial silt, sand and gravel, 
hiding the rocks that may contain copper and gold. The QUEST project will help “see through” the cover of 
glacial material to the prospective rocks below using leading-edge exploration technologies. 

QUEST will involve airborne electromagnetic surveys and airborne gravity surveys. Airborne electromagnetic 
surveys measure the conductivity of the rocks from surface down to 300 metres depth. Airborne gravity 
surveys measure gravitational fluctuations in the earth that help determine the density of rocks and identify 
different rock types. 

All information will be compiled into an integrated digital database that Geoscience BC will make available 
free of charge to interested members of the public, industry and government. The compiled data is tenta-
tively scheduled to be released in January 2008.

www.empr.gov.bc.ca/geology

Minister Presents Safety Certificates 
to Polaris Mine Rescue Team

From left to right, middle row: Marco Romero, President and CEO of Polaris Minerals, Gerry Furney, Mayor of Port McNeill, Chief Bill Cranmer of the Namgis 
First Nation and Minister Krueger join Polaris Mine Rescue Team.

Geoscience BC
Geoscience BC is an 
industry-led, industry-
focused, non-profit 
organization established 
in 2005 with a $25-million 
grant from the Province. 
Geoscience BC works in 
partnership with industry, 
academia, government, 
First Nations and commu-
nities to attract mineral 
and oil and gas investment 
to B.C. 

www.geosciencebc.com

Minister of State for Mining Krueger joined Minister of Education Shirley Bond (at left) and (from left 
to right) Minister of Agriculture and Lands Pat Bell, Geoscience BC director David Caulfield, Mining 
Association of B.C. President & CEO Michael McPhie and Geoscience BC President & CEO ‘Lyn Anglin to 
launch Geoscience BC’s $5-million QUEST project in Prince George on June 12, 2007.

http://www.gov.bc.ca/empr
http://www.gov.bc.ca
www.empr.gov.bc.ca/geology
www.geosciencebc.com
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NEW RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UPPER SIMILKAMEEN INDIAN 
BAND IN ACTION
On July 27, 2006, the Province 
of British Columbia (B.C.) and 
the Upper Similkameen Indian 
Band signed a historic Mining 
and Minerals Consultation 
Protocol agreement. This 
agreement is the first of its kind 
in B.C. and ensures that mining 
development will be done in an 
environmentally and culturally 
sustainable way. This is just one 
example of how the Province 
is building a New Relationship 
with First Nations founded on 
the principles of mutual respect, 
recognition and reconciliation of 
Aboriginal rights.

The Province signed a similar 
agreement with the Blueberry 
River First Nation in April 
2007.  Other provincial agencies and governments across the country have expressed interest in these 
agreements and have recognized them as effective models for facilitating consultation on land and 
resource development.

Minister Krueger visited the Upper Similkameen Indian Band in Hedley, B.C. to see the new relationship 
in action one year after the agreement was signed. The Minister toured the historic Mascot Gold Mine, 
which was in operation from 1899 to 1949. He also met with the Band and industry representatives to 
discuss the implementation of the agreement.

The Upper Similkameen people have a rich mining heritage which traces back more than 8,000 years 
with the trading of ochre from the Tulameen River watershed. In addition to restoring the Mascot Mine 
and operating tours, the Upper Similkameen Indian Band has built the Snaza’ist Centre (meaning “place 
of striped rock”), a museum that focuses on First Nations and mining history of the Similkameen Valley.  

During the meeting the Band shared their desire to increase their involvement in mining activity and 
mining and tourism initiatives in the Similkameen Valley. Discussions continue between government, 
the band and industry representatives to identify new opportunities for the band’s involvement and to 
continue to build on their positive relationship. The Minister pledged B.C.’s continued support.

Contact Us
The Ministry of Energy, Mines 
and Petroleum Resources 
Mining Report e-newsletter 
welcomes your comments.  
If you would like to comment 
on one of our stories or 
suggest a future story please 
e-mail us at:  
Pab.EMPR.Newsletter@gov.bc.ca 

Please advise us by e-mail if 
you would like to unsubscribe 
to this newsletter. To view our 
privacy statement, please go 
to www.gov.bc.ca.

The 52nd annual Provincial Mine Rescue and First Aid Competitions were held June 9th  in Williams Lake. 
Mine safety and first aid teams from across the province tested their emergency response and rescue 
abilities and demonstrated their commitment to mine safety. 

This year’s competition included six surface teams, two from the east Kootenay region of B.C., two from 
the north region and two from the south central region. Three underground teams also competed: two 
from the southwest region and one from the northwest region of the province.

Congratulations to this year’s winners and everyone who participated.

the Mine Safety and Rescue Competition

From left to right: Mining Association of B.C.’s Gavin Dirom, Chief of the Upper Similkameen Indian 
Band Richard Holmes, Minister Krueger, President and CEO Association for Mineral Exploration British 
Columbia Dan Jepsen and Derek Lilly, Director of Operations, Mascot Gold Mine Tours
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