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Protecting vulnerable children and supporting and strengthening families are key 
priorities of the B.C. government – and, despite the loss of $455 million in federal 
funding due to the cancellation of the Early Learning and Child Care Agreement 
(ELCC), our commitment to families has not, and will not waiver.  

Despite serious challenges, we are committed to maintaining recent increases 
to the child care subsidy program, an annual investment of $126 million which 
supports about 25,000 low and middle income families throughout B.C. That’s 
also why we recently announced that government would maintain current service 
enhancements associated with the Supported Child Development program on an 
ongoing basis. This program helps more than 5,500 children with special needs 
attend regular child care centres – so they can grow, learn and play alongside 
their peers.

But, clearly, the loss of almost a half billion dollars in funding for early learning 
and child care has had – and will have – an impact on some programs. While 
protecting services to our most vulnerable children is a priority, tough decisions 
needed to be made about how best to allocate existing resources. To this end, 
operating funding for child care centres will revert to pre-ELCC levels. This change, 
which will take place as of July 1, 2007, will result in an average increase of about 
$2 per child, per day in child care expenses – but can be offset by the $100 per 
child monthly Universal Child Care Benefit.

Funding levels for the Child Care Resource and Referral Program will be maintained 
through the end of the current fiscal year. But again, as a result of the cancellation 
of the ELCC agreement, as of April 1, 2007 the budget for this program will revert to 
pre-ELCC levels and subsequently will be reduced further in order for the province 
to sustain the investments that support vulnerable children and families, as noted 
above. We will engage in a process of further transition to develop alternative ways 
of providing services.

Our goal – and I know this is a goal shared by many British Columbians – is to create 
a quality, flexible child care system that works for B.C. families, that supports our 
most vulnerable children and is sustainable over the long term.

Send your comments and suggestions to: minister.childcare@gov.bc.ca
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For information on Canada’s Universal 
Child Care plan visit the website at: 
www.cra-arc.gc.ca/benefits/uccb 
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